
Ideas Beyond Borders 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q.: What are you and who founded you?  
A.: Ideas Beyond Borders is a non-profit [501(c)(3)] advocacy group that develops and 
implements international programs that empower the vulnerable with hope and prevent 
extremism before it takes root.  
 
Our programs encourage youth and young adults to think critically about topics ranging from 
human and civil rights to science and reason. This lays the groundwork to retain cultural 
identities while questioning the status quo. Our goal is to help push back against extremist hate 
and violence, and encourage youth to find their own unique voice.  
 
IBB was founded by Faisal Saeed Al Mutar, an Iraqi refugee who endured the perils of 
extremism firsthand. He survived the Iraq Civil War, the murder of his brother, and several 
kidnapping attempts, eventually emigrating to the United States in 2013. As a practitioner of 
counter-extremism efforts on an international scale, Faisal created Ideas Beyond Borders so 
others wouldn’t suffer the way he and his family did.  
 
Q.: What is the problem you are trying to solve?  
A.: Extremist ideology frequently targets vulnerable people who don’t have access to global 
ideas, freedom of expression, or the right to speak, look, and act differently. These freedoms 
are included in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19, but are often neglected or 
outrightly suppressed by authoritarian regimes and those seeking control.  
 
Statistical Background: According to the 2016 United Nations Development Report, the MENA 
region is home to only 5% of the world’s total population, but it produces 45% of the world’s 
terrorist attacks, 58% of the world’s refugees, 69% of the world’s battle-related deaths. Eighteen 
of 23 countries included in this region had serious threats to freedom of the press, with MENA 
countries dominating the top 10% of media-oppressed countries. Only .6% of online content is 
available in Arabic. In contrast, Arabic is the 4th most spoken language among internet users.  
 
Q.: What is your mission? 
A.: We empower the vulnerable with hope and prevent extremism before it takes root.  
 
Q.: How do you fulfill your mission? 
A.: Ideas Beyond Borders works with our illustrious board, staff, and team members to develop 
programs that target the idea-starved environments that breed extremism. We collaborate with 
counter-extremism experts, former extremists, academics, and leading professionals and 
diplomats across the globe to empower youth and young adults throughout the MENA region.  
 
 
 
 
Q.: What kind of impact have you made? 



A.: In just over two years, we’ve launched flagship programs that have reached over 2.4 million 
people in 120+ countries. We’ve made 820+ articles accessible on topics ranging from civil 
rights to evolution to women’s rights, and have empowered paid and volunteer-based translation 
staff across the region. We’ve partnered with Wikimedia Levant to provide these brave young 
people with certifications so they have access to better jobs and increased platforms to spread 
the word about good ideas.  
 
We’ve also translated 10+ books from world renowned authors, including Professor Steven 
Pinker’s Enlightenment Now. We’ve had incredible success on our social platforms, with our 
Arabic translations’ program (House of Wisdom 2.0) Facebook page growing by hundreds of 
likes a day. The 68,000+ people that are following our pages today are based overwhelmingly in 
our target region, which demonstrates the thirst there is for our unique type of inaccessible 
content that’s powered by pluralistic, humanist ideas and counternarratives to extremism.  
 
Q.: To what do you attribute your success? 
A.: We attribute an overwhelming part of our success to the passion of the men and women that 
power our mission. They are our board members, our community managers, our staff, and our 
on-the-ground translators that face considerable risk and adversity because they make vital, but 
often controversial ideas, accessible to Arabic-speakers globally.  
 
We collaborate with counter-extremism experts, former extremists, academics, and leading 
professionals and diplomats across the globe to empower youth and young adults throughout 
the MENA region. We have a deep expertise developed by both our founder’s professional and 
personal history, as well as that of our board, staff, and team members.  
 
ADVISORY BOARD 
Steven Pinker | Harvard Professor & Neuroscientist 
Cynthia Schneider | Former US Ambassador to the Netherlands 
Nadia Oweidat | Counter Extremism Expert & Professor at the University of Kansas 
Khaled Al-Hroub | Expert on Arab Media and Islamic Studies & Professor at Northwestern 
University in Qatar 
Laith Al-Shawaf | Evolutionary Psychologist and Assistant Professor of Technology at University 
at Colorado 
Natalie Khazal | Expert on Minorities, Media and Language & Assistant Professor at Texas A&M 
University 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Sam Hershey, Chairman of the Board | Attorney at White & Case LLP 
Dan Johnson | CEO & Chairman of American Financial Systems 
Aaron Louis | Director of Audio Visual at MOMA 
Faisal Saeed Al Mutar | Founder of Ideas Beyond Borders 
 
 
 
 
Q.: Who funds your organization? 
A.:  Our donors come from a wide range of backgrounds and religions and a wide political 
spectrum, including grassroots donations from people who believe in the power of good ideas.  



 
Q.: What are your future plans?  
A.: As we look forward to growth in 2019 and 2020, we are continuing to develop key 
partnerships in order to increase our reach and accessibility to our audience. We currently have 
relationships with WordPress, Wikimedia Levante, and “I Believe In Science,” an Arab 
organization working to help translate and distribute our articles and books. We’re looking to 
expand our current digital programs through further partnerships with Arab influencers while 
developing and implementing additional on-the-ground opportunities. We want to actively grow 
our donor base with meaningful outreach and transparency, as well as seek out new advisors 
and board members to act as authorities and advisors on MENA programs.  
 
Q.: Where do I go with more questions? 
A.: You can visit our website at ideasbeyondborders.org, email us at 
media@ideasbeyondborders.org, or give us a call at 646.844.4076.  
 


