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Ideas Matter. 
Ideas Change the World.

Steven Pinker

Harvard University Professor & 
Ideas Beyond Borders Advisory Board Member



Our Founder
Faisal Saeed Al Mutar

Ideas Beyond Borders was founded by Faisal Saeed Al 

Mutar, an Iraqi refugee who endured the perils of 

extremism firsthand. He survived the Iraq Civil War, the 

murder of his brother, and several kidnapping attempts, 

becoming a refugee in the United States in 2013. 

A practitioner of counter-extremism efforts on an 

international scale, Faisal created Ideas Beyond Borders 

so others wouldn’t suffer the way his family did.



Our Acclaimed Board Members 
ADVISORY BOARD
Steven Pinker | Internationally Acclaimed Author

Cynthia Schneider | Former US Ambassador to the Netherlands 

Nadia Oweidat | Counter Extremism Expert & Professor of Islamic Thought

Khaled Al-Hroub | Expert on Arab Media and Islamic Studies 

Laith Al-Shawaf | Professor of Evolutionary Psychologist and Content Advisor

Natalie Khazal | Expert on Minorities, Media and Language in the Arab World

Aaron Louis | Director of Audio Visual at the New York Museum of Modern Art 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sam Hershey, Chairman of the Board | Attorney at White & Case

Dan Johnson, Board Member | CEO & Chairman of AFS

Faisal Saeed AlMutar | Founder of Ideas Beyond Borders



Our Mission
Empower the vulnerable with hope.
Prevent extremism before it takes root.

Ideas Beyond Borders (IBB) develops 

and implements international programs 

that work to prevent extremism before 

it takes root. 

Our programs encourage youth and 

young adults to think critically about 

topics ranging from human and civil 

rights to science and reason - laying 

the groundwork for students to retain 

their cultural identities while 

questioning the status quo, pushing 

back against extremist hate and 

violence while finding their own unique 

voice. 



Empower the vulnerable with hope. 

Ideas Beyond Borders is a non-profit organization founded by an Iraqi refugee, guided by acclaimed 

advisors, and dedicated to making the world a safer and better place through sharing impactful, 

powerful ideas and stimulating global conversations.

Prevent extremism before it takes root. 

In much of the world books are banned, journalists jailed, bloggers murdered, and access to powerful, 

global ideas is restricted and punished. Ideas Beyond Borders strives to empower the vulnerable by 

spreading knowledge, encouraging conversations, and celebrating our shared humanity.



We design and implement programs that stop the spread of extremism.

Why Does Extremism Spread? What is IBB doing about it? 

Extremist ideology targets vulnerable people who frequently don't 
have access to global ideas, freedom of expression, or the right to 
speak, look, and act differently. These freedoms are included in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19, but are often 
neglected or out rightly suppressed by authoritarian regimes and 
those seeking control.

Eighteen of 23 countries included in the 
MENA region had serious threats to freedom 
of the press, with MENA countries dominating 
the top 10% of media-oppressed countries.

Only .6% of online content is available in 
Arabic. In contrast, Arabic is the 4th most 
spoken language among internet users. 

820+
Articles Made Accessible

10
Books Distributed

2.4M+
People Engaging Online

800K+
Words Translated

Ideas Beyond Borders 
works with our 
illustrious board, staff, 
and team members 
across the Middle East 
to develop programs 
that target the idea-
starved environments 
that breed extremism. 
We collaborate with 
counter-extremism 
experts, former 
extremists, academics, 
and leading 
professionals and 
diplomats across the 
globe to empower 
youth and young adults 
throughout the MENA 
region.



Our Programs Knowledge Beyond Borders
House of Wisdom 2.0

House of Wisdom 2.0 is Ideas 
Beyond Borders’ revolutionary 

translation program and distribution 

platform that aims to rekindle the 

pursuit of knowledge, enlightenment 

ideas, and scientific revelation 
across the MENA region.

We’re making the inaccessible, 

accessible. 

Topics
Civil Rights

LGBT Rights

Secularism

Science

Artists

Authors

Poets

Books
Enlightenment Now by Steven Pinker

Waking Up by Sam Harris

Letter to a Christian Nation by Sam Harris

Islam and the Future of Tolerance by Sam Harris & Maajid Nawaz

Lying by Sam Harris

Free Will by Sam Harris

A Sinner in Mecca by Parvez Sharma

Radical my Maajid Nawaz

Uncovered by Leah Lax 

& more

Since Bayt Al Hikma 2.0 started, we’ve catapulted the Arabic Wikipedia to the 17th most used-language by 

available content, and we’re still climbing! Hundreds of articles are being published by our teams each 

month. 



Our Programs Dialogue Beyond Borders
Global Conversations

Global Conversations is our online 

discussion forum, engaging over 2 million 

people and counting. We curate content 

specifically designed to engage lively, 

spirited discussion on controversial topics 

– from innovative technologies to people 

fighting for free speech around the globe. 

By creating an online space where all 

ideas are welcome an dialogue is 

encouraged, we’re exposing our visitors to 

wildly different paradigms in the hopes of 

expanding the conversation. 
With a reach of 2.4 million people and 346,000+ likes on Facebook, our Global 

Conversations Forum has a presence in over 120 countries. 



Our Programs Curriculum Beyond Borders

Curriculum Beyond Borders is curricula that 
empowers youth to say “NO” to extremist 
recruiters while helping educators teach 

new subjects and recognize the warning 
signs of radicalization. Our curricula 
empowers students that are vulnerable to 
extremism with a strong sense of identity, 
addresses mainstream student behaviors 

that perpetuate isolation and conflicts of 
identity in vulnerable youth, and trains 
teachers to be a bridge between curriculum 
and the students while understanding the 
process of radicalization. 

Topics
Enlightenment thinking and values
Danish historical and cultural education
Pluralism, multiculturalism, and peaceful cohabitation
Assimilation without loss of cultural or ethnic identity 

Intercultural workshops, meeting, and discussion



Our Partners

“I want to make the Middle East a better 
place. House of Wisdom 2.0 gave me the 
means to do that."

AHMED, COMMUNITY MANAGER 
HOUSE OF WISDOM 2.0

We work with over 100+ local 
translators and activists that have 
donated their time, expertise and 
knowledge in the face of considerable 
risk to help accomplish our mission. 

An ongoing partnership with WordPress 
also kicked-off in 2018 to power our 
digital presence. WordPress featured us 
in their 2019 #AnythingIsPossible 
Campaign.

We’ve also partnered with Wikimedia 
Levante to certify and empower the 
young adult translators working to ignite 
a movement of knowledge across the 
Middle East. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJHB6OBrTKU


Why Your Press MattersWhy Your Press Matters

Global Terrorism has peaked over the course of the last decade. In 

2017, the world witnessed 10,900 terrorist attacks which killed more 
than 26,400 people. Of these attacks, 65% occurred outside the 

MENA region, including Europe and North America. In January 

2018, 73% of Americans said terrorism should be the top priority for 
government officials and policies this year. 

Ideas Beyond Borders is fighting extremism and hate 

with books and ideas. Your involvement and coverage of 
our organization fights the root causes of terrorism 
without firing a single bullet or selling one weapon. 

It’s a cause the American public cares about, and each 

day we’re confronted with 1,000s of Arab youth that want 
access to ideas and knowledge currently unavailable to 
them. Your coverage will ultimately spread the word 

about our mission, provide fresh, alternative 
perspectives on the Middle East to the public. 

Our mission relies on you. We need involved, 
impassioned community members  and press to help us 

succeed. 

Please get in touch with us by contacting 
info@ideasbeyondborders.org. 

Help us spread the word. Follow us on social media and 
join the conversation. 



ideasbeyondborders.org

media@ideasbeyondborders.org

646.844.4076

244 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2594 

New York, New York, 10001


